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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communications: amendment, filed 22 February 2005, to 
the original application filed 19 October 2001, 

The objection to the specification has been withdrawn as necessitated by amendment. 

The objection to claims 1-2, 4-5, 9 and 13 has been withdrawn as necessitated by 
amendment. 

The rejection of claims 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, has been withdrawn 
as necessitated by amendment. 

Claims 1-3, 5-12 and 14 are pending. Claims 4 and 13 have been cancelled. Claims 
land 8 are independent claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 22 February 2005, with 
respect to the rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). 



V 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Sidana (U.S. Patent 6,571,295 B1) in view of Boys (U.S. Patent 

6,516,340 B2). 

As per claims 1 and 8, Sidana discloses a system and method for providing 
online web page annotations, or reading records, allowing a number of users to process 
annotations, or reading records, including displaying a web page and related 
annotations, or reading records, in a browser of an end user, the related annotations, or 
reading records, distinguished by the end user's identification data (See Sidana, 
Column 11, Claim 11, and Column 12, Claim 14), receiving annotations, or reading 
records, entered by the end users through the annotation, or reading record, function 
on the web page (See Sidana, Figure 7, and Column 7, lines 13-41), and storing the 
users' identification information and related annotated web pages (See Sidana, Column 
12, Claim 14). Sidana does not disclose expressly providing a number of annotation, or 
reading record, functions on the web page and instantly displaying the annotations, or 
reading records, on the web page. Boys discloses annotation tools, equivalent to 
reading record functions (See Boys, Column 6, lines 34-43). Boys also discloses 
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displaying the annotations on the web page (See Boys, Column 8, lines 22-24). Sidana 
and Boys are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of ' 
annotating or modifying the contents of web documents. At the time of the invention it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include the annotation 
tools and instant display of modified web pages of Boys with the system and method of 
processing documents of Sidana. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
enhance and store selected web pages and to provide the content to users (See Boys, 
Column 2, lines 42-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Boys and 
Sidana for the benefit of enhancing and storing selected web pages and providing the 
content to users to obtain the invention as specified in claims 1 and 8. 

As per claims 2 and 9, Sidana and Boys disclose the limitations of claims 1 and 8 
as described above. Sidana also discloses that the annotation, or reading record, 
functions allows the end user to insert a web page object on the web page and 
immediately display an inserted object on the page by making the related HTML code of 
the web page object insert the inserted object in a selected location in teal time (See 
Sidana, Column 6, lines 56-67, and Column 7, lines 1-7). , ^ 

As per claims 3 and 10, Sidana and Boys disclose the limitations of claims 1 and 
8 as described above. Sidana also discloses that the annotation, or reading record, 
functions provides a means for the end user to change the format attributes of a 
selected portion on the web page and the web page will immediately display the 
changed format on the selected portion by replacing the selected portion with the 
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related HTML codes in real time on the web page (See Sidana, Column 12, Claim 21, 
Column 10, lines 58-67, and Column 11, lines 1-4). 

As per claims 5 and 1 1 , Sidana and Boys disclose the limitations of claims 2 and 

9 as described above. Sidana also discloses that the inserted object can be a text 
object (See Sidana, Figure 7, element 712) or a hyperlink object linking to a selected 
address (See Sidana, Column 11, lines 1-10, Column 7, lines 59-67, and Column 8, 
lines 1-34), which are two of the possible types presented in claims 5 and 1 1 . 

As per claims 6 and 12, Sidana and Boys disclose the limitations of claims 3 and 

10 as described above. Boys also discloses that the functions required to change 
format attributes or its displayed characteristics to the portion of the web page include 
adding underline on a selected text, or masking a selected visible object (See Boys, 
Column 6, lines 34-43). Sidana and Boys are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor of annotating or modifying the contents of web documents. At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to include the underlining of selected text of Boys with the system and method of 
processing documents of Sidana. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
enhance selected web pages and to provide the updated content to users (See Boys, 
Column 2, lines 42-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Boys and 
Sidana for the benefit of enhancing selected web pages and providing the updated 
content to users to obtain the invention as specified in claims 6 and 12. 

As per claims 7 and 14, Sidana and Boys disclose the limitations of claims 1 and 
8 as described above. Boys also discloses that the web pages contains education 
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materials (See Boys, Column 1, lines 51-67, and Column 2, lines 1-5). Sidana and 
Boys are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of annotating 
or modifying the contents of web documents. At the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include the educational material of 
Boys with the system and method of processing documents of Sidana. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to allow educational providers to prepare lectures and the 
like from existing Web sources and package them for timed execution such that a 
number of students may learn on-line according to a predetermined schedule, and, in 
some cases, in real time (See Boys, Column 2, lines 6-12) Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to combine Boys and Sidana for the benefit of allowing educational 
providers to prepare lectures and the like from existing Web sources and package them 
for viewing by students to obtain the invention as specified in claims 7 and 14. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Barbash (U.S. Patent ,826,595 B1 ) discloses an Internet collaboration 
system and method. 

• Tso (U.S. Publication 2001 /0054089 A1 ) discloses a system and method 
for providing a guided tour of a Web site. 

• Kobayashi discloses collaborative customer services using synchronous 
Web browser sharing. 
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• Bouvin discloses unifying strategies for Web augmentation. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Laurie Ries whose telephone number is (571) 272-4095. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild, can be reached at (571) 272-4090. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LR 




SANJIV SHAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



